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3. Inventory.and /Analysis

The major influences on nanotorized travel may be distilled down to two factéhe physical

environment and the social environment. The influence of the physical environment is not limited to the
existence of specific facilities such as bike lanes and sidewalks. Just as important as ifatiéies
underlying urban formThe maority of bicycle and pedestrian trips are for short distances. Even with
first-rate facilities, large blocks of homogeneous land uses and spueddvelopment will inhibit many
norrmotorized trips.

TheGreatemMt. Pleasant AreandlsabellaCountyasa wholeareat a key juncture. Mainstream media

has begun to cover the health and economic implications of our land use and transportation infrastructure
decisions. Community leaders and citizen activists are calling for a greater emphasigrataraed

travel. Yetthere is a tremendous physical legacy to overcome.

Topics:
3.17 General Conditions
3.27 ThePedestrian Environment

3.371 TheBicycling Environment
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3.1 General Conditions

The Greater MtPleasanfreais the primary actity center of Isabella County, a generally rural county
which is primarily made up of farmland he Greater Mt. Pleasant Area has been developed into three
different context zones with distinct patterridiey include general urban, suburban and suburban
fringe/transitional.

there is a grid street pattern and a neeolyplete sidewalk system
in place Pedestrian and bicycle travel is generally easy and
comfortable in these areas and there are often numerous route
options. This area includes the downtowampus andhany of the g
commercial centersThis area generally hasgh pedestrian activity §ii
and easy access to tranditowever, the primary commercial ;
centerghatare located along Mission Road and Pickard Street c&
high volumes ofautomobile traffic and present a challenging
environment for nomotorized users.

The suburban area consists of moderate density development, with
partially complete sidewalk system and some commercial center
The area is made up of predominantly sirfglmily housing units A
with retail and business located in spisg centers andffice parks.
Residential streets are generally curved sordeterminate in cul
de-sacs.There are developments of high density apartment buildiggs
in this area that are isolated from the commercial centers and
campus from a nemotorized point of view Few arterial and
collector alternatives exist in these areas for bicyclists and
pedestrian. Many times, bicyclists and pedestrians are directed
into the corridors with high concentrations of vehicular traffic, ;
limited paved shoulders and very fewdpstrian facilities. This area
is generally autalependent with limited transit and pedestrian
activity.

The suburban fringe/transitional area consist generally of dispers*

They are predominantly loensity and singkéamily with
residential housing typicallglong country roads or detached
subdivisions surrounded by agricultural and park land. They are
autodependent, without sidewalks and generally Haweif any :
paved shoulders.

Overall, bcycle and pedestrian travel outside of neighborhood
streets genaily follows the primary road systewith limited . i
sidewalks and paved shoulde/®pportunities to cross the primary . ' i i
road system are limited with poor bicycle and pedestrian -

connectivity between neighborhoadtat ardocated oropposite

sides of the roaday. The artificial barrier®f therailroad, expresswayand the four and fivéane
arterialsalsotend to fragment theommunityfrom a noamotorized standpointThe result is a nen
motorized environment that generallynot favorable to walking andicycling for everyday
transportation.
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The following maps provide a general summary of the existing conglitiotheGreater Mt. Pleasant
Areaand the Region

Fig. 3.1A. Greater Mt. Pleasant Are@verview
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Fig. 3.1B. Greater Mt. Pleasant Ared&xisting Non-motorized Facilities
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31C. Greater Mt. Pleasant Ared@opulation Densit010

31D. Greater Mt. Pleasant Ared.andscape Types

31E Greater Mt. Pleasant AredCTC Bus Stops

3.1F. Greater Mt. Pleasant Area: No Bus Zone

31G. Greater Mt. Pleasant Ared&oad Classification

31H. Greater Mt. Pleasant Ared&oad Jurisdiction

31l. Greater Mt. Pleasant Are#\verage Daily Traffic Volumes

31J. Greater Mt. Pleasant Are&xisting Road Cross Section

31K. Greater Mt. Pleasant Are®lock Size Analysis

31L. Greater Mt. Pleasant Ared&xisting Bike and Pedestrian Activity Generators

31M. Greater Mt. Pleasant Aredotential Bike and Pedestrian Activity Generators

The following maps provide a general summary of the existing conditions in Isabella County:
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31N. Regional Overview

310. Regional: Langcape Types

31P. Regional:Road Classification

31Q. Regional: Road Jurisdiction

31R Regional: Average Daily Traffic Volumes

31S. Regional:Existing Bike and Pedestrian Activity Generators

31T. Regional:Potential Bike and Pedestrian Activity Generators
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Fig.3.1A. Greater Mt. Pleasant Area Overview
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The GreateMt. Pleasant Areacludes the City of Mt. Pleasant, Union Township, Central Michigan
University andhe Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe.
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Fig. 3 .1B . Greater Mt. Pleasant Area

November30, 2011
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There are approximatelymiles of existing bike lanes andiiles of existing offroad trails in thé&sreate

Mt. Pleasant AreaThe GRB RiverWalk is located along the Chippewa River and provides recreat
opportunities in the parks.
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Fig. 3 .1C. Greater Mt. Pleasant Area

November30, 2011
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As of the 200 census, the City dflt. Pleasants population was 26,@& Union Township populatior
was12,927 Central Michigan University has more than 20,000 students on its Mt. Pleasant Camp
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Fig. 3 .1D. Greater Mt. Pleasant Area Landscape Types

[E{Baseline|Rd]

[ElRickardSt,

E Bellows St

[E Rreston|Rd|

IElB_r_opmﬁmdeI \ElBroomfield|Rd]

E Blue Grass Rd

LANDSCAPE TYPES:

I Downtown

B Commercial Strip

I Campus

I General Urban

I Rural Agricultural
Rural Residential

~ Suburban
" Suburban Fringe/Transitional

These landscape types where created based on the existing land use and character differeméa.
types of normotorized facilities are appropriate for different types of landscapes.
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Fig. 3 .1E. Greater Mt.  Pleasant Area ICTC Bus Stops
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Transit stops generate namtorized activity. It is important to make sure there are safe and conve
facilities to get people along and cross a roadway to access a bus stop.

22



Greater Mt. Pleasatrea Norrmotorized Plan November30, 2011

Fig. 3.1F . Greater Mt. Pleasant Area: No Bus Zone
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I n 2011 a ANo Bus ZoneoO was established for

Lincoln Road, W Pickard Street, S Isabella Road and E Broomfield Road will no longer be provid

school bus service. It is critical that a complete sidewgstem and safe road crossing be establishe
within this zone so children can safely walk to school.
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Fig. 3 .1G. Greater Mt. Pleasant Area : Road Classification

The National Functional Classifications are referenced in AASHTO guidelines agdideénes in this
document. While the National Functional Classification is intended to define a road hierarchy, su
variation in road characteristics may be found within the classifications. The actual and projectec
characteristics shoulae the determining factor when selecting appropriate sidewalk, buffer and bil
widths.
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