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3.  Inventory and Analysis 
 

The major influences on non-motorized travel may be distilled down to two factors: the physical 

environment and the social environment.  The influence of the physical environment is not limited to the 

existence of specific facilities such as bike lanes and sidewalks.  Just as important as facilities is the 

underlying urban form.  The majority of bicycle and pedestrian trips are for short distances.  Even with 

first-rate facilities, large blocks of homogeneous land uses and spread-out development will inhibit many 

non-motorized trips. 

 

The Greater Mt. Pleasant Area and Isabella County as a whole are at a key juncture.  Mainstream media 

has begun to cover the health and economic implications of our land use and transportation infrastructure 

decisions.  Community leaders and citizen activists are calling for a greater emphasis on non-motorized 

travel.  Yet, there is a tremendous physical legacy to overcome. 

 

Topics:  

3.1 ï General Conditions 

3.2 ï The Pedestrian Environment 

3.3 ï The Bicycling Environment 
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3.1  General Conditions  

 

The Greater Mt. Pleasant Area is the primary activity center of Isabella County, a generally rural county 

which is primarily made up of farmland.  The Greater Mt. Pleasant Area has been developed into three 

different context zones with distinct patterns.  They include general urban, suburban and suburban 

fringe/transitional.   

 

The general urban area consists of high density development where 

there is a grid street pattern and a nearly complete sidewalk system 

in place.  Pedestrian and bicycle travel is generally easy and 

comfortable in these areas and there are often numerous route 

options.  This area includes the downtown, campus and many of the 

commercial centers.  This area generally has high pedestrian activity 

and easy access to transit.  However, the primary commercial 

centers that are located along Mission Road and Pickard Street carry 

high volumes of automobile traffic and present a challenging 

environment for non-motorized users. 

 

The suburban area consists of moderate density development, with a 

partially complete sidewalk system and some commercial centers.  

The area is made up of predominantly single-family housing units 

with retail and business located in shopping centers and office parks.   

Residential streets are generally curved and some terminate in cul-

de-sacs. There are developments of high density apartment buildings 

in this area that are isolated from the commercial centers and 

campus from a non-motorized point of view.   Few arterial and 

collector alternatives exist in these areas for bicyclists and 

pedestrians.   Many times, bicyclists and pedestrians are directed 

into the corridors with high concentrations of vehicular traffic, 

limited paved shoulders and very few pedestrian facilities. This area 

is generally auto-dependent with limited transit and pedestrian 

activity. 

 

The suburban fringe/transitional area consist generally of dispersed 

land uses that for the most part are scaled towards automobile use. 

They are predominantly low-density and single-family with 

residential housing typically along country roads or detached 

subdivisions surrounded by agricultural and park land.  They are 

auto-dependent, without sidewalks and generally have few if any 

paved shoulders. 

 

Overall, bicycle and pedestrian travel outside of neighborhood 

streets generally follows the primary road system with limited 

sidewalks and paved shoulders.  Opportunities to cross the primary 

road system are limited with poor bicycle and pedestrian 

connectivity between neighborhoods that are located on opposite 

sides of the roadway. The artificial barriers of the railroad, expressways and the four and five-lane 

arterials also tend to fragment the community from a non-motorized standpoint.  The result is a non-

motorized environment that is generally not favorable to walking and bicycling for everyday 

transportation. 



Greater Mt. Pleasant Area Non-motorized Plan                                November 30, 2011 
 

 17  

 

The following maps provide a general summary of the existing conditions in the Greater Mt. Pleasant 

Area and the Region: 

¶ Fig. 3.1A.  Greater Mt. Pleasant Area: Overview 

¶ Fig. 3.1B.  Greater Mt. Pleasant Area:  Existing Non-motorized Facilities  

¶ Fig. 3.1C.  Greater Mt. Pleasant Area:  Population Density 2010 

¶ Fig. 3.1D.  Greater Mt. Pleasant Area:  Landscape Types 

¶ Fig. 3.1E.  Greater Mt. Pleasant Area:  ICTC Bus Stops 

¶ Fig. 3.1F.  Greater Mt. Pleasant Area: No Bus Zone 

¶ Fig. 3.1G.  Greater Mt. Pleasant Area:  Road Classification 

¶ Fig. 3.1H.  Greater Mt. Pleasant Area:  Road Jurisdiction  

¶ Fig. 3.1I.  Greater Mt. Pleasant Area:  Average Daily Traffic Volumes 

¶ Fig. 3.1J.  Greater Mt. Pleasant Area:  Existing Road Cross Section 

¶ Fig. 3.1K.  Greater Mt. Pleasant Area:  Block Size Analysis 

¶ Fig. 3.1L.  Greater Mt. Pleasant Area:  Existing Bike and Pedestrian Activity Generators 

¶ Fig. 3.1M.  Greater Mt. Pleasant Area:  Potential Bike and Pedestrian Activity Generators 

 

The following maps provide a general summary of the existing conditions in Isabella County: 

¶ Fig. 3.1N. Regional: Overview 

¶ Fig. 3.1O.  Regional: Landscape Types 

¶ Fig. 3.1P.  Regional: Road Classification  

¶ Fig. 3.1Q.  Regional: Road Jurisdiction 

¶ Fig. 3.1R  Regional: Average Daily Traffic Volumes 

¶ Fig. 3.1S.  Regional: Existing Bike and Pedestrian Activity Generators  

¶ Fig. 3.1T.  Regional: Potential Bike and Pedestrian Activity Generators 
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Fig . 3 .1A.  Greater Mt. Pleasant Area :  Overview  

 
 

The Greater Mt. Pleasant Area includes the City of Mt. Pleasant, Union Township, Central Michigan 

University and the Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe.  
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Fig. 3 .1B .  Greater Mt. Pleasant Area :  Existing Non -motorized Facilities   

 
 

There are approximately 7 miles of existing bike lanes and 5 miles of existing off-road trails in the Greater 

Mt. Pleasant Area.  The GRB RiverWalk is located along the Chippewa River and provides recreational 

opportunities in the parks. 
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Fig. 3 .1 C.  Greater Mt. Pleasant Area :  Population Density  2010  

 
 

As of the 2010 census, the City of Mt. Pleasants population was 26,016 and Union Township population 

was 12,927. Central Michigan University has more than 20,000 students on its Mt. Pleasant Campus.   
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Fig. 3 .1 D.  Greater Mt.  Pleasant Area :  Landscape Types  

 
 

These landscape types where created based on the existing land use and character of the area. Different 

types of non-motorized facilities are appropriate for different types of landscapes. 
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Fig. 3 .1E .  Greater Mt. Pleasant Area :  ICTC  Bus Stops  

 
 

Transit stops generate non-motorized activity.  It is important to make sure there are safe and convenient 

facilities to get people along and cross a roadway to access a bus stop. 
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Fig. 3.1F .  Greater Mt. Pleasant Area:  No Bus Zone  

 
 

In 2011 a ñNo Bus Zoneò was established for school buses.  Children living within the boundary of S 

Lincoln Road, W Pickard Street, S Isabella Road and E Broomfield Road will no longer be provided 

school bus service.  It is critical that a complete sidewalk system and safe road crossing be established 

within this zone so children can safely walk to school.  
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Fig. 3 .1 G.  Greater Mt. Pleasant Area :  Road Classification  

 
 

The National Functional Classifications are referenced in AASHTO guidelines and the guidelines in this 

document.  While the National Functional Classification is intended to define a road hierarchy, substantial 

variation in road characteristics may be found within the classifications.  The actual and projected road 

characteristics should be the determining factor when selecting appropriate sidewalk, buffer and bike lane 

widths. 

  


